Equipment section of the Biological Molecule, Procedure, Equipment, etc notebook

aka: the “grid” notebook

The equipment section of this notebook is so you will have a reference guide on which piece of equipment to use, how to use it, and why you would choose it instead of another piece.

Today you are being introduced to the graduated pipette so it made sense to start using the equipment section of this notebook. 
What you will want to put on the page:

· The name of the piece of equipment: graduated pipette

· A sketch of what one looks like

· Describe how to safely put it into the pipette holder

· Mention which pipettes are used by the green holder and which ones are used by the blue one.  (Green: volumes > 2 mL, up to 10 mL. Blue: 0 – 2 mL)

· Mention tips on drawing up liquid.

· Mention the 3 ways to expel the liquid.

· Mention cautions about sucking up the liquid. (Watch what you are doing because you don’t want the liquid to go into the holder.)

· How do you “clean-up” graduated pipettes?  Note: if there is cotton in the top of the pipette, pull it out before rinsing out the pipette.

For future entries of pieces of equipment you will want to make sure you include:

· Its name

· Sketch of what it looks like

· Safety concerns if any

· How to properly use the equipment

· Precautions to be aware of- ways to easily mess up the equipment so you know what NOT to do

· How to clean up and/or store the equipment properly

· Advantages to using this piece of equipment instead of a similar one

There may be times when you can’t answer all of those items.  I can’t think of any examples at the moment, but there may be times when something does not apply.  Not to challenge you, but is there a way to mess up plastic tweezers during normal use?  

If you think of more things to include in equipment entries, please let Ms Getz know. 
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