Dear Parent/ Guardian of the biotech student,

As you know, your child has decided to engage in the adventure of taking biotechnology at Gateway for this academic school year. I welcome him/her to take advantage of all of the opportunities with which s/he is presented in and out of class.  We will be doing many labs throughout the year for which he/she will need to prepare at home prior to coming to class. S/he will need to read through the lab instructions and make sense of them by writing a paragraph on the topic being covered in the lab as well as pre-writing directions for doing the lab.  There will also be a large amount of science vocabulary s/he will need to understand. 
Attendance for the class is crucial since it is very difficult for labs to be made up. If you want to know how well your child is doing in the class, ask him/her to show you his/her lab notebook. After about the second week we will be spending at least one class period doing a lab most every week. S/he is provided with a lab notebook where a copy of each page can be turned in to me for grading.  Each page should be dated so you can use that as a guide to whether his/her work is being completed and turned in.  
I understand that many parents/guardians use PowerSchool to monitor their child’s grades. I hope that you will go beyond PowerSchool and ask him/her about his/her work and ask to see the lab notebook. PowerSchool will most likely not be the most accurate guide to the final grade in the class because many grades may not be put in until right before the marking period ends. 

If you need more information, please feel free to email me: mgetz@gatewayhigh.org.  

You can check our schedule at any time by going to www.msgetzbiotech.net.
Now here is your homework assignment: 

Tell me about your child. You have known him/her for probably 15+ years and I may have only just met him/her today.   What do you want me to know so that my relationship with your child is as productive as possible?

Feel free to handwrite or print your response on paper, or email it to me .  Please complete this as soon as possible (within a week, if possible). And yes, your child will earn points for you doing your homework (
I look forward to meeting you at back-to-school night.

Sincerely,
Melissa Getz, teacher of the biotechnology class

Please return this page to Ms Getz
Student name:

Parent(s)/ guardian(s) name(s):

Easiest contact phone number for parent(s) / guardian(s):

Best time to call:

Email address for parent(s) / guardian(s):

Please tell me the best way to contact you if I have concerns about your child’s progress or behavior in the class.

May Ms Getz put photographs of your child online at a site linked to Gateway High School?

_________ yes


________
no

If yes, do you want the site password protected or is a public site OK for posting photos?

__________  Yes password protect the site



__________ No password is needed. Public posting is OK

Does your child have any allergies that Ms Getz should be aware of?

Is there anything else Ms Getz should know?

