Reading a Scientific Article
There are two “new” components to reading and writing you will be introduced to in the biotech class: reading scientific articles and technical writing. The fourth section of the grid composition notebook is where you will write your observations and do some exercises relating to reading scientific articles and doing technical writing.

First we are going to learn the anatomy of a scientific paper.  Students will be pulling a paper apart to identify 

1. The parts of a scientific article

2. What is done in each part of a scientific article

3. Which parts are easier to read

4. Which parts are harder to read

5. At least 5 science words they have heard before and know what they mean

6. At least 5 science words they may be able to figure out based on context clues

7. At least 5 science words that are baffling

8. Which part(s) of the paper are most useful to give you a general idea of what the paper is about

9. Which part(s) of the paper are most useful to explain what happened and what the results mean

10. What was the paper about?

11. Would you recommend others to read the paper?  Why/ Why not?

Students will either be assigned an article or they will choose it. Each article is going to be read by only 3 students maximum. These 3 students can work as a team to figure out answers to the 11 questions or a student can work by him/herself.  On Tuesday, each article team will present the answers to the 11 questions on a poster.  We will either do a poster walk or have oral presentations- depending on time.

Technical writing will be approached in a couple weeks.  Stay tuned- it is a doozy.

In the future, scientific papers will become part of what you read to prepare for labs, discussions, or other assignments. They are very difficult to read, but with practice they will become easier. One goal of the biotech class is to provide you with multiple opportunities to read scientific papers so that they become just another style of writing for you to read and not a barrier to further education.

