How assignments will be graded

There are a few classifications of assignments:

· Discussions in class and online

· Lab related work

· Content knowledge

For each classification, you will receive 2 grades.  One is process of learning (POL), the other is content.

Discussions in class and online

Each article we discuss in class will have a follow-up period of discussion online. 

POL: did you advance the conversation? Did you detract from the conversation? Did you just sit there?  Could we tell you were paying attention and listening? Were your questions relevant? 4x

Content: What did you say? Was it correct or just something to fill space or time? 4x

The grading may change as the year progresses because Ms Getz has to figure out how to mesh the oral discussion with the written discussion grade. You will have 1 week after a discussion to contribute in writing to the discussion board. These rules will probably change based on how participation in discussions evolves.

Lab related work

POL:  Lab behavior and responsibility. Usually 2x (8 pts) per lab day.  If you are absent, you will earn a 0 even if the absence is excused. If you come in to make up the lab, the 0 can be changed to a different number. 

Content: Following the grading rubric.  Depending on how much writing is done and how many days are involved with the lab, the grade for the written part of the lab stuffs will vary.   Scores will range from 2x to 10x.

Content knowledge

This includes a variety of assessments.  It could be a long-term project where you have to make a product to illustrate your understanding of content knowledge. It will also include tests and quizzes. Some of the activities you do to help you get content into your head fall in this type of grade.

POL: You complete the long-term project on time and follow the directions.  Your product is understandable and visually appealing.

Content: Is your content correct? The grading rubric will guide how points are given. Depending on the assignment, these points will range from 2x to 10x.

Examples of long-term assignments that fall in the content knowledge category

Book chats, make a children’s book on fermentation, GMO website, ppt presentation, biotech company report/presentation

In PowerSchool, grades will be set up with only 2 categories: POL and content. POL is weighted 20 - 30 % of the final grade, content 70 - 80%. 
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